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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention applies principally to hand-operated bi-
cycle brakes of the type which bring brake blocks
mounted on calipers to bear on the wheel rims, al-

“though the invention may be applied to other types of

brakes such as disk or hub brakes and to other vehi-
cles and machines. A varying mechanical advantage,
the degree of which being set by sensing the applica-
tion force, is given between the application lever and
the brake blocks. Such an arrangement allows for a
large braking force to be applied compared with
mechanisms having constant mechanical advantage,
and it can compensate for wear without the need for
periodic adjustments. The larger-than-normal braking
force allows the use of brake-block materials which,
while having a lower dry coefficient of friction than
the conventional rubber composition brake blocks,
have relatively improved wet-weather performance.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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